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REPORT.

————

GENERAL IEADQUARTERS,
STATE OF NEW YORK: _
ApjuTaxT GENERAL'S OFFICE, {
Arpany, December 31st, 1504, }
To His Excellency Horatio SEymours,
Commander-in-Chief of the Military Fovces of the State:

S1e—I have the honor to submit to your Bxcelleney my annual
report for the year 1864, exhibiting, ns mueh in detail as may he
necessary for pubiic information, the transactions of the Department
during the past year. I have not decined it essential to burden the
report with the details and all the correspondence necessarily occur-
ring in the varied duties ireident to the raising of troops and the
organization and services of the militia. The reports of the Inspee-
tor General, Conmissary General, Engincer-in-Chisf, Surgeon Gen-
eral, Quartermaster General and Paymaster General, so intimately
connected with this offiee, together with the reports of the Major
Generals commanding divisions, and their officers, will give impor-
tant and intercsting information of the military affairs of the State.
The tables appended, velating to this subject, as well as the reports,
made Dy the Acting Assistant Provost Marshals General of the
State, are full and explicit.

VOLUNTEER SERVICE.

The raisging of volunteers during the past year has Leen chiefly
confined to the Dureau of the Provost Marshal General, Washington
city. To the Acting Assistant Provost Marshals General, and to the
Provost Marshals throughout the State, have heen entrnsted the
complicated duties of sending voluntecrs, as well as drafted men, to
the field. The number of men called for by the President from the
State, under his proclamation of February Ist, 1864, was 81,993,
The call of March 14th, 1864, was for 32,794, These quotas have
been completed, leaving a balance in favor of the State on July 5th,
1864, of 5,253 men. The quota of the State under the proclamation
of the President of the United States of July 15th, 1804, was
'89,318. This quota, by volunteering and by the draft just finished,
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has been filled. . The State authorities were granted especial permis-
sion by the War Deparfment to raise two regiments of Infantry and
one hundred independent companies. But in organizing and corm-
pleting these, difficulties were encountered, as the machinery of the
Provost Marshals' offices gave greater facilities to citizens who were
acting ag vecruiting oficers.  Seventeen thousand two hundred and
sixty-one (17,261) men have heen sent to the field during the year
who were reeruited under the immediate supervision of the State
authorities.  (See appendix.) The enlistments in the various arms
of the service within the State will be satisfactorily ascertained from
an examinagion of the reports of the Acting Assistant Provost Mar-
shals General.  (Sec appendix.) No exortions have been spared m
this Departiment to give o cordin! co-operation to the General Gov-
ernment, and care was taken, in the progress of the draft, that law
and order were strictly observed. '

Eighty (80) volunteer organizations bave returned to the Stale
within the last year. (Seeappendix.) These regiments had been in
service three years. When musterced, they numbered from 900 to
1,000 men each; upon the expiration of their term none exceeded
300 men.  About one-half their number re-enlisted. The decimated
ranks showed the charvacter of their services, and their shattered
banmners wele ovidences of devotion to the country and to the State.

Twenty thousand five hundred and eighteen (20,518) veteran sol-
diers have been mustered into service during the past year. Men
who have served two or three years and re-enlisted, are designated
as “veterans,” and form a most valuable and efficient part of the
army. Mingling with the recruits, they impart their spirit and ex-
perience, and by example prepare companies and regiments for imn-
mediate duties in the field. Much labor has been bestowed in pre-
paring a complete and permanent record of this class of soldiers, A
serics of books have been opened in which the names arc alphabeti-
cally arranged, and the congressional district, county and town are
given, to which each man is credited.

The muster roll office, connected with this department is also a
valuable depository of information relating to the volunteer service.
Prior to June 11th, 1862, credits to districts, counties, and towns
were not known in the State. Tt was not until quotas were assigned
under the orders for a draft that these were essential in relieving
portions of the State from the demand made. Men were enlisted
without regard to their residence or place of abode. The War De-
partment, up to the period referred fo, gave the State credit for all
men flirnished from the commencement of the rebellion without re-
gard to localitics, when it was found that 4,651 men had taken the
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field, over and above the calls made by the President of the United
‘States, which have been eredited to the State at large, on subsequent
calls. DBooks have been opened iu the muster-roll office, commenc-
ing June 12th, 1862, in which every soldier's name is recorded, as
well as the date of his entry into service, the regiment to which he
belonged, and the Congressional distyict, county and town, from
which he was enlisted or drafted.

The muster-rolls filed in the Department previous to June 11th,
1862, and those subsequently deposited, are now being printed as
fast as practicable, under the appropriation for that purpose approved
April 10th, 1863. These rolls are generally badly and hastily wiit-
ten, upon coarse and perishable paper, and when destroyed, the sol-
dier has no evidence of his entry into service. The volumes, s fast
as they are finished, are deposited in the offices of the connty clerks
in the State, and in the public libraries, as well as in schools and
colleges. Two hundred sets were authorized by the Legislature,
comprising six volumes of about seven hundred pages euch, to o sct.
I would suggest that the number be increased to eight hundred sets,
s0 thut every State and Territory could have the work in their libra-
ries, as well as in the important institutions of learning. The citizens
of New York and their descendants, however remote from the place
of their hirth, will find a record honorable to themselves, to the State,
and to the eountry.

Among the volunteers from this State in the field, there has been
a commplaint in regard to enlistments, und appeals have been made to
your Excellency for redress. In the year 1862 therve woere thirty-
eight regiments, whose terms of service were two years.  Recruiling
officcrs i the State, enlisting men for these regiments, assured the
reernits that they could enter the service for the unexpired term,
which was from fourteen to sixteen months, and that they would be
discharged at that time, and receive the one hundred dollars hounty
with those who had scrved two years. So soon as this was disco-
vered, the following order was promulgated by the authority of the
War Department:

Crders, No, 4
HieADQUARTERS SUPERINTENDENT GENERAL 1
Recruiting Sexvice New Yorx StaTe VOLUNTEERS,
Arsany, N, Y., Fcbmmy , 1862. J
AH men enlisting in the volunteer regiments in this bta,tc whose
term of service is two years, will be 1Lqu11ed to enlist “for two
years or the war.”
(Signed) 4. T. SPRAGUE,
Major Lst Infuntry United States Army,
Superintendent General Recruiting N. Y. S. Volunieers”
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This settled the question, and all men who enteled a two ycars
regiment were enlisted for “two years or the war)

()n the 20th of April, in the presence of your Excellency and the
Senate and Assembly, the following hattle-flags were presented to
the State, and depositedd in the Bureav of Military Statistics. In that
department a history of each is preserved.

Colors of the 10th Begiment Now York Volunters_. . ... 1
do 12th do do e 1
do 13th do do s 3
do 14th do do  ___.._. 1
do 16th do de . ._.. 2
do 17th do : do” L _.... 3
do 18th do do - 1
do 94th do do -~ ... 1
do 26th do de I 1
do - 97th do do o __._.. 1
do 28th do do e . Guidon.
do 29th do do  _._.._.. 3
do 324 do do  ___...- 2
do - 34th do do ... 1
do 37th do dae ... 3
do 35th do do  ___.... 2
do 50th do do S e e 3
do B1st do do . 1
do G4th do do . .... 1
do 75th do da e 2
do 76th do do e e 1
do 77th do : do ... 1
do S0th do do I, 1
do 91st. do do ... 1
do 96Gth do do ... 1
do O7th do do _..._. 1
do 104th do do e 1
do 130th do do I 1
do 140th do do L _.... 1
do 177th do do  _.___.. 2
do 3d  Artillery do e Guiden.
do ~ Tth Battery do  __..... 2
do 11th  do do  LL._. 3

The reports aecompanying these tattered hanners have passed
through this Department, and are veplete with incidents and ovents
during the war, which will be invaluable to the historian in award-
ing the State of New York her fall shave of patriotism and renown.
Arrangements are now made so that hereafter regiments in the field
will have a color, beuring the arms of the State, to replace those
worn out in service.

The publisher of the proccedings of the foymal presentation of
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trophy flags has voluntarily offered to print ten thousand (10,000)
copies of the foregoing, relying upon the generosity of the Legisla-
ture for his pay. It will be in this manner that the presentation of
trophics can be made from year to year, and a historical record pre-
served in the Bureaun of Militavy Statistics.

In connection with the volunteer enlistments, there werve called
into service twelve thousand volunteers, for ane hundred days, upon
the application made by the Hor. E. M Stanton, Secretary of War,
as follows :

“ WasnINGToN, July b, 1864,

#To His Excellency Governor IIoRATIO SEYMOUR

“ The President dircets me to inform you that a rebel force, vari-
ously estimated at from fifteen o twenty thousend men, has invaded
the State of Maryland, andd have taken Martinsburgh and Harper's
Ferry, and are threatening other points ; that the public safely re-
quires him to call npon the State Executives for a militin force fo
repel this invasion.

“He therefore directs me to call on you for a militia force of twelve
thousand men from your dtate, to serve not more than one hundred
days, and to vequest that you will, with the utmost despatch, forward
the troops to Washington, by rail or steambosat, as iy be most ex-
peditious.

“ Please favor me with an answer at your earliest convenicnee.

(Signed) “«EDWIN M. STANTON,
“ Secretary of War.”

* To which you replied:

“# Srare oFr NEw Yorx, xzcurrve DEpARTMENT,
“ALBANY, July 5 1804.
“ Hon. E. M. Svawzow, Seeretary of War
“ Your despatch recetved. T will do what T can.  Orders sent to

commanders of the regiments of State National Guard.
(Signed) SHORATIO SEYMOUR,
“Hovernor, e’

In respouse to which, the ITon. E. M. Stanton telegraphed
# Thanks for your telegram just received., It is not proh:ﬁ)'lr! that
vour cmergency froops will be 1upmcd over gixty days, nerhaps
not so Tong.”  Steps were immedistely taken to bring these iroops
into the ficld at the carliest moment, under the iollowmg order
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GENERAL HEADQUARTERS, STATE OF NEW YORK,
Apsuranr-Guanrar’s OFFIcE,
Avpany, July 9, 1864: )
Gleneral Orders, No. 13

1. The President of the United States having called for twelvo
thousand (12,000) men from this State, to serve for one hundred
days, it is determined to send volunteers from throughout the State
in ovder to relieve those organizations *which have heretofore so
promply responded. To effect this, the National Guard is to he
filled to ifs maximum stréngth,

‘When organizations arve efficient, volunteers will be asked for; ac-
cordingly, M‘L_}Ol General Charles W. Sandford, commanding 1st
Division National Guard of the State of New York, Head-quarters.
New York City, will call for three thousand five hundled (8,500)
volunteers, to serve one hundred days, as the quota from his com-
mand, and cause these troops to. take the ficld as car ly as pmctma.-
Dle, by regiments.

1L -’V_["L'J(}l Geueral H. B. Duryes, commanding the 2d Division,
National Guard, of the State of New York, head-quarters, Brooklyn,
L. I, will furnish one thousand eight hundred and fifty (1,850) vol-
unteers from his command, as the guota from the Second Divigion,
and despateh them to the field by regiments.

IIL Clothing will be furnished by Luo adier-General S. V. ‘Talcott,
Quartermaster “Greneral.No. 51, Walker street, New York city. Arms
and accoutrements hy Brig adior-General James A. Farrell, Comrnis-
gary-General, State arsenal, corner of 35th street and 7th Avenme,
New York Gity. Application for subsistence before muster should
be made upon Brigadier-General William Ilays, Acting Assistant
Provost Marshal General, New York eity, After 11111ster upon Col-
onel A. B. Eaton, 1. 5. Comnu ssary Department, No. 6 State strect,
New York, lespm tation will e farnished by Major Stewart V¢m~
Vliet, U. 8. Qnartermaster, No. 6 State street, New York.

IV, Commandants ol regiments will give the nccessary orders
forbidding clothing, arms and accoutrements, belonging to the State
to be taken to the field

V. Reports will be mzbde to these head-quarters as carly as praeti-
cable, naming the regiments velunteering, that orders may De given
to the proper departments to meet necessary demands.

VI Regiments as fast as organized will proceed to Washington
city and report for erders. '

By order of the Commander-in-Chief.
(Signed) J OHN T, SPRAGUL,
“ ddjutant General”

Tle Appendix gives the regiments and number of men mustered
into service. The term of these regiments was short, but their duties
were arduous and responsible, and at all times were distinguished

for good conduct and discipline.
From the remote stations and active duties of many regiments,



ADJUTANT GENERAL. 13

and batteries of artillery, it has not been practicable to obtain returns
of the respective arms of service now in the field belonging to the
State. But few returns have been received. This neglect is serious-
ly felt, and it is to he regretted that there is no authority heve to
compel commanders to forward a monthly return.

In no instance have the troops from the State faltered in the dis-

charge of their duties. In every climate, at all seasons of the year,
they have met the enemy in battle, and encountered sickness, priva-
tion and fatigue, with resolution and fortitude. The files of this
Department hear testimony to this in the reports of the regimentud,
brigade, division, and corps cormmanders,
* The “ New York State Soldier's Depot” No. 52 Howard street,
New York city, has fulfilled every expectation for which it was
created, amply remunerating the State for its liberal bounty. Here
the soldier has always found a resting place and a home, and relatives
and friends have obtained aceurate information of fathers, hushands,
brothers, and children. Fifty-three thousand (53,000) soldiers have
passed through the institubion within the last twelve months. Most
of these were sick or wounded, others on the way to and from the
field, discharged, or on furlongh, The institution was opened on
the 11th day of May, 1863, under an appropriation of two hundred
thousand dellars {$200,000) approved April 24th, 1863. The fotal
number of soldiers which lhave been recoived at the depot during
the twenty months of its existence is 68,527,  The expenditures have
beer made with care and economy, and its charities could have heen
cnlarged, had the fund permitted, to the great benefit of the soldier,
and to the honor of the State.

In the coming twelve months farther demands will be made upon
the liberality of the State. The appropriation is nearly exhausted,
and there are expenses, in the coming six months which should he
promptly met. I would recommend that the institution be maintain-
ed, and that a liberal appropriation be made to coutinue its henevo-
Tence and nsefulness. The annual report of the hoard will give a
more enlarged and interesting detail in reference to its wants and
nsefulness.

Mrrazia,

The militia of the State has veceived partienlar atiention during
the past year, as well as ceusing much sclicitude upon the part of
your Excellency for its efficiency and ovganization. The following
proclamation of July 14th Lad a beneficial effeet, and cavsed eitizens
to realize its Imporiance:
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Proclamation.

STATE OF NEW YORK:
Exrourive DEPARTMENT,
ArBany, July 12, 1864. §

On the 8th inst. I ordered that the several military companies be
inereased to the maximuwm numbers, T now appeal to the people of
New York to carrvy out this order by joining the National Guard, or
by such other measures as will give that organization the number
required by law. Unless this is don at once, I cannot respond to
the call now made by the President of the United States. The National
Constitution deelares that a well regulated militia is necessary to the
security of a free State. If we had heeded this fruth, we should
not have heen exposed to invusion, to the disgrace of riots, and to
the hazards of still greater calamities. The negligence and false
economy which led us to disregard this warning have been fearfully
punished. The cost of arming and equipping “the National Guard
would have been trifling compared with the amount which New York
must now pay as its quo‘m of the expense of driving back the armies

which now threaten the Natienal Capital.

Lot us be warned by the error of the past. I implore all citizens
to lay aside passion and prejudice, and unite in carrying out a law
clearly demanded by the honor, the interest and the safety of the State
and Nafion. In many parts of New York this duty has been utterly
neglecied, and the burthen of angwering ecalls for the militia has
beon thrown upon a few sections of the Eﬁtdte

In this time of civil war, we arc perplexed with many questions
which are heyond the grasp of any mind. We sec them from. dif
ferent stund-points, and reach LODHthlliO conciusions. It Is only
ignorance awd bigotry which will make these differ enees and views
oecasions for controy ersy and reproach. However we may differ
upon other peints, there should be no conflict of opinion as to the
dutlss we owe to the State and National Governments. These are
clearly set forth in the Constitution of our country, in the following
terms:

Artiele §, subdivigion 2.— This Constitution and the laws of the
United Btates, which shall be made in pursuance thereof, and all
treaties made mnder the authorities of the United States, shall bhe
tlr supreme law of the land, and the judges of every State shall be

bound thereby, anything iu the LO]lfatItll'th}l or laws of any State to
the contrary notw 1tht¢mdmo

Arficle 13, section 2, prov ides, for the purpose of defining the
limits of the authority of the General Govermment, «The judicial
vower shall extend to all cases in law and equity [Lllbil'lg under the
Constitution, the laws of the United States, and the treaties made
under their asthority.” Ariele 10 of the amendments declaves:
“The powers not deleo ated to the United States by the Constitution,
nor prohibited by it to the States, ave rescrved to the States respec-
tively, or to the people.

Every good citizen will yield an equal respect and obedience to
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each of these provisions. When either of them are disregarded,
our country will be overwhelmed with anarehy and confu.:.lon
.. T exhort all not to allow their passious, their prejudices and sus-
pmmns to increase the dangers which overhang us. Let us cordialiy
unite in measures essentisl to the pl‘(.“-&‘lV"Lthll “of the National unity,
the power of our Stctte, the peace and good vrder of society. Fore-
. most among them is the orgunization of P those liable to dr uty, withous
respedét to creed or pohtle‘d opindons, into local military corpanies.
- In order to mect the constitutiona] demands of the General Govern-
ment, to secure the enforcement of the laws of the State, and afford
security to the lives and homes of our eitizens, this nmst be done at
once.
' (Signed) HORATIO SEYMOUR.
01‘“‘&111/..11210115 were applied for by intellizent and enterprising
men, and granted; but when reporting their completion, neither arms,
equipments or eloLhmo were to be obtained,
The military appropriations of 1863 were but sufficient to defray
the expenses of the various departments. The gulet that has pre-
_Vailed throughout the State during the past year, the ohedience to
Taw, and absence of commotions, may be aftributed o the readivess
and efficiency of that portion of the State National Guard which bas
been properly armed and equipped. Commanders of all grades
“have realized fleir responsibilities, and at all times have, in the
midst of exeitement and alarm, counselled moderation and forbear-
“ance, at the same time sternly denovnced disorder, and stood ready
to maintain the law and punish the offenders.
_ There are in the State 314,308 men liable to bear arms. The
State has at its disposal fourteen thousand one hundred and thirty-
& (14,131) men uniformed and equipped. The military experi-
Tice disseminated through the State by discharged officers and men
who have been two or threc years in service, makes the present an
appropriate time to bring the militia to a high state of pewtection.
These officers and wen, ttiter being (h.buphnui themselves in mind
imd habit, kave a more enlarged and a hetter appreciation of our
Ji_lSi;iUlﬁiODS, and are well caleulated fo instruct the men placed wnder
their command. A State with an efficient wilitary organization adds
To her respectability among her associates, and gives to her cilizens
and lLer institutions halmom pride and character. In the future
events of our country, a well organized militis will be found essen-
tial for the maintenance of law, tmd in the security of life, personal
rights and property. The promptuess of the military organizations
i our cities and country towns in the excention of crders during the
past year must satisfy all citizens of their usefulness. At no pexiod
-in the history of the State has it been so manifest that a well crgan-
ized Dody of wmilitary men was required for the public good. Dar-
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ing the month of June a rebel force entered Pennsylvania, and it was
for a time helieved, judging from the past, that their march would be
uninterrupted, and result in the capture of Harrisburg, one hundred
and twenty-ive miles from Elmira in this State. A cavalry raid
would have devastated thie frontier and penetrated some distance
into the interior. The release of the ten thousand rebel prisoners at
Hlmira was well worthy of the enterprise.  To avoid, as far-as prac-
tieable, snch o disgrace, arms and ammunition were deposited at the
Corning Arsenal, near Elwira, and the commanders of militia regi-
ments in the counties of Chemung and Steuhen were ordered to look
well to their froutier, and to assemhle their regiments and repel any
intrusion npon the State.  The following letter, together with others
of a simitlar charactor, writien to the various commmdels early in
the spring, antieipated this cvent:
Arnany, March 29¢%, 1864,

Colonel—T am instructed by His Execelleney, Governor Seymour, to
call your attention to the exposed condition of that section of country
extending from Binghamton to Elmirs, to the raids of a vebel force.

Your regiment hrsmo more ot oqmmd than any in that quarter, you
are desired fo kecp 1t to o full standar d, if possible, and give the ne-
eessary precaution to all citizens of the necessity of holdmo them-

selves in readiness to repel any invasion of the State, hoiever for-
mjdablc.

Arms and ammuenition arve now being deposited af the State arsenal
at Corning to meet all emergencies. Information has heen received
at these head-gnarters which leads to the belief that the enemy may
atternpt an invasion of the State.

I am, Colonel,
Very respeetfully,
Your chedient servant,
(Signed) JOHN T. SPRAGUE,
Adjugant Qeneral.

The recommendation of your Excellency to the Adjutant General,
.5 A, Maveh 17th, 1863, that the militiz of the city of New York
be permitted to occupy the forts in the harbor, has been partially
complied with. On the 21st of April last, the Hon, E. M. Stanton,
Sceretary of War, sent the following telegram:

Wastuxarox, April 21st, 1864,
His Bxcelleney Governor SEVMOUR, Albmu, NoXY.

It is desivable to furnish General Grant with all the veteran i"orce
at the disposal of the government.  General Dix has beenr Insiructed
to forward from New York all the United States troops that can be
spaved, and the President requests that you will furnish one or two
regiments of your eify milifin to act as guard for deserters, stragglers,
dc., and for fnited special duty. ’ihcy would render a very “Inate-
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rial service to the country at the present juncture, and Greneral Dix
-has Deen instructed to call onr vou for such militia foree us may be
-used for the above specified purpose. PFlease inform me if' you ean
~angwer his call.  The service would be for three months unless sooner
discharged. '
(Signed) E. M. BSTANTON,
Secretary of War,

To this the following reply was sent:

STATE OF NEW YORK, )
Insrmoron Guveral’s Orrior,
Arpany, Aywil 224, 1864,

Hon. E. M. StanToN, Secrelar v of War, Washingion, £. C.:
In reply to your telegram of the 21st inst., which is just received,
1 am instructed by His Excellency, Governor Seymour, to siate that
the regiments of Stafe militia required by you will be promptly fur-
nished for the purpose indicated. :
(Signed) JOSIAM T. MILLER,
Lnspector CGeneral, 5. N, ¥

- Oni the 23d of April Major General Dix made the request:

Hespquarrens Deparryaws oF tir Kast,
New Yorx Croy, Aprel 234, 1864 §

His Excellency Horario SpYMOUR, Governor of New X or&“
Sr—I am anthorized by the President of the United States to call
o you for a militia foree to occupy the defences of this harbor. If
you sce no objection, I should be glad fo have Major General Sand-
ford ordered to detail one or more 10(‘1111@11’(6 for serviee, as they may
be vequived, Only one will be noeded -at prosent, to he mugtered
: mto the gervice of the United States for thirty days.
T am, very respectfully,

‘ 10111 obedient servant,
(Signed) JOHN A. DI X, Major General,

. Colonel Charles H. Burtis commanding 15th regiment, National
Gmud of the State of New York, was deuaxled and mustered into
service for sixty days. Detachments of the command occupied forts
Richmond, Hamilton, and Sandy Hook., Upon the expiration of
their duty, the sixty-ninth regiment, National Guard, Colonel James
Bagley, was mustered into service. for ninety days, and ordered to
the forts unde the follewing instructions fransmitted fo Major Gen-
- eral Sandford.

: ‘ ALBANY, June 28¢h, 1864,
“Major General Crarres W. SANDFORD,

: Commanding Lst Devision, N, ¥ 5. N, G, New Yok ety
Grxzrat.—I am instructed by His Iixcellency, Governor Seymour
to express his desire that you detail from your command one regi-
“ment of {ufuntry, to be mustered jnto the service of the Uunited States

[Assern. No. 22.] - 2
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for thirty days, to date from the 5th proximo, which is to be posted
in the harbor of the city of New York, and will be reported to
Major General John A, Dix, commanding the Department of the
Last, as carly as practicable, so that there may be no delay in reliev-
ing the 15th regiment, National Guard of the State of New York,
now on duty at Fort Richmond, New York bharbor; at ihe time
referred to.

If the regiment designated con muster into service four hundred
men, it will be taken as a regiment, with the expectation of having it
reonuted to seven or eight hundred men. I this cannot be done,
please detail an efiicient “colonel and cause his regiment to he filled
up hy detachments from ofher reghnents under your command.

I are, General, very respectfully,
Your ohedient servant,
(Signed) JOHN T. SPRAGUIE,
Adjutant General.

These regiments became well instructed in the use of artillery,
and familiar with the most cffective method of defending the harbor
in the event of an attack.  If this plan is continued by thc general
governmont, the eity of New Yor It will have awell instructed soldiery,
1eady at all times to repair io the forts. Tustruetions were sent to
Major General Duryea to have a regiment in readiness upon the
expiration of the term of service of the sixty-ninth.

: Areany, Ocfober 7th 1864,
Major General H, B, Durvea,
Dommmanding 2d, Division N, G 8. N. ¥, Brooklyn N. ¥

Genegrac—The 09fh regiment, Nafional Guard of the State of
New York, now at Fort Richmond, is for the present, to be replaced
by & detachment of regular troops.  I'om Information receivéd from
Major General Dix, it is prohabie that ar egiment of National Guard
will be requived to man the fortifications in the harbor of the city of
New York, The reghment relieved came from the First Division, and
T am Instiucted by Hig Excellency, Governor Seymour to call upon
you for the detail to which you are next entitled, as commander of
the Second Division.

Will you please take the nceessary preparatory steps to accomplish
this, and inform this department of your progress. General Dix does
not gay positively that they will be required, hut remarks, that when
the regiment is wanted due notice will be given, when I will inform
you hy telegraph,

Major Horace A, Spmfruc commanding a Battalion of Artillery,
Bmok] 71, has made application for service at Elmira. This cannot
be gr anted, s as his corps is well organized, might it not be made
useful in the duty referred to ?

I am, General, very respectfully,
Your obedient servant, -
(Signed) JOIIN T, BPRAGUE,
Adjutant General.
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From reports received at these Head Quarters during the month
of Angust, it was manifest that there was a elass of wen in Canada
who were threatening & hostile invasion on cur frontier.  Thesc men
were of a Jawless character, without mioney or oceupation, mauy,
deserters from the United States avmy, willing to embark inuny
enterprisc to plunder for daily subsistence.  Though not formidable
in mumbers, the absence of organization eansced them to be more
feared Ly the isolated farmer and the citizens of small towns, than
if they appeared in large bodies and under a recoguized leader. It
was imperative that lmlllcdl'LLO steps skould be talen to punish thesc
marauders. The gemeral government had not the troops on the
frontier, and the State was neccssavily dependent upon her militia
for defence.  The correspondence here given, to different commanders
of New York State National Guard, will better convey to the public
the usefulness, as well as the necessity of arming and equipping the
militia of the State.

ALBaNy, August 10, 1564,
‘Brigadier-Goneral IIevey L. Lansive,
Commanding 31st Brigade, N. 8. 5. N ¥, Buffale, N. T

GeExeraL.—Thoe reports made ad these lhead quarters lead to the
belief that there sye Bands of lawless men hanging npow the frontier,
threatening to make incursions in the vicinity of DBuffalo. T am ins
tructed, Iw His Excellency Governor Seymour, to call your uttention
to this, and to urge the u’fn'of:.t vigilance among the troops under your
command, so L]]ll, in the event of any disturbe anee, a suffielont num-
ber of men nuy he at hand fo pnt it Uown.

Tlhe three reghiments now heing erganized ad or near Buflalo, n‘hndy,
the 98th, 94th and 63tl, have been directed to compleice their orga-
mm‘mmm ab once, and await Durther orders.  Instiruetions have been
given to have all the disposable arms, and a sufficient amoeunt of am-
manition, seut to Duflalo without delay.

In order that theve may be no misnuderstanding in futm'e, angl for
the immediate expenses incident to the service of the Tdth, 65, aud
96th Regiments, National Guard, now ovdered to Comph'to their
organizatiens, aud to be held in lo(ldll}a,u-. for immediate service, it
will be necess: wy that due eare be taken in the expenses incideut to
this service.  You will please canse cuch company to be regularly
mustered on muster-rolls, and mustered by the officer you see fit to
appoint,

In regard to subsistence, proper measures should be taken. To
this clul a contract must he made to subsist these troops, which
should not exceed thivty or forty cents n day.  Unifurms cannot be
had at present.

I am, General, very respectfully,
Your.ohedient scrvant,
(Signed) JOIIN T. SPRAGUE,
: Adjutant Heneral.
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Arsany, August 12, 1864,
Major General Jonmx A. Dix,
Commanding Department of the East, New York Citay,

(GENERAL.—Measures are now in progress to cail into the service
of the State as many regiments of the National Guard, as can He made
efficient, on the northern frontier. Iam directed, by His Excellency
Governor Seymour, to request that instructions be given to the pro-
per authorities at Buffalo and Sackets Harbor, so as to enable the
troops called into the field to cccupy the United States barracks at
these places.

The 74th and §5th Regiments ave nearly completed, and the use
of the gnarters desived will add materially to the comfort and effici-
ency of the men.

I have the honor to he, General,
Very respectiully,
‘ Your obedient servant,
(Signed) JOHN T. SPRAGUE,
. Adjutant General.

Arpany, August 1.5, 1864.
Brigadier-General Hexry L. Lavave,
Commanding 31st Brigade N 1. 8. N ¥, L’zgf‘ala, N ¥ -
Grneran.—I am instructed, by His Excellency Governor Seymour,
to direct that you at onee organize as infantry, from your command,
one company of veliable, experienced and cfficient men, to take post
at the State Arvsenal near Buffale, N. Y., for its protection ; the com-’
- pany to consist of one eaptain, one fivst licutenant, and one second
lientenant, forty privates, two musicians, four sergeants, and four
corporals, o he musiercd into the service of the Sfate until dis-
chavged. Pay and subsistence will commence upon the day each
man is mustered into service.  Arms and accontrements will be issued
npen application to the military storekeeper at State Arsenal, Buflalo,
N Y. Snitable munfmmcnt\ should be made by contract to subsist
the command, subject fo your approval, ,
Please forward a copy of the muster ol to these headqguarters.
I ain, General, very respectfully,
Your ohodient servant,
(Signed) JOHN T, SPRAGUE,
Adjutant General.

ALnsxy, September 2d, 1864.
Brig. Gen. Jaums A. Farrerr,
Commissary General S0 N Y., New York City:
Grxrnar—I am stracted by His Excellency Governor Seymour
to direet that yeu send to the Military Storekecper ab Duunkirk the
following ordiance and erdnance stores, viz: Two twenty-potnder
Parvott rifled ivon guns aud two ten-pounder Parrott rifled iron guns,
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h egnipments complete; also thirty rownds of ammunition com-
“plete for each gun. I you have not the ammunition on Lond, PUr-
chfxse it, and transmit it s early as possible.
S I am, General,
Very 1 es_q)ectfu] Ly,
Your obedient servant,
(Bigned) JOHN T. SPRAGUE,
' Adutant &leneral,

ALBANY, September 2080, 18064,
:]31'10‘ Gen. H. L. Laxsive, Bufialo, N, V..
GLNLRAL Use all the armament belonging to the Stats in Buflalo
o resist the pivates who have capiure ed the steamer on Lake Erie.
Give such orders to the company on duty at the avsenal as muy be
recessary.  Order out as many men of your command as nay be
wanted, Please report eventy promptly.,  Take from the arseual
what may De required. By order
. (Signed) JOHN T. SPRAGUE,

' ' Adjulent General.

Avpavy, September 2064, 1864.

Colonel D. 8. Fornns,
- Clommanding 68tk Regiment N. &, Fredonde, N ¥.:

- Look out for the pirates on Lake Faje.  Use all the means in your’
power. to resist them.  Send to Bulalo, if noceﬂs.n}* for orms, can-
non ‘and ammmition.  Look to Dunkivk., By order
: (bwncd) A JOHN T, SPRAGUE,

Adjutant General.

ho dl‘sou tl at Buﬂ' LIO was Weﬂ C‘upp‘lied Wiih munitfuns of war.

] ‘ml Tta V]chiV ”‘10 h’ubol l}uni\nL offer 0(1 mmwmncnfs
for the refugees who captured the Mmmu ofl’ Johnson’s Inland, Hep-
tefither 18¢h, 1864,  The wmnament sent from the Stafe arsenasl, New
York city, gave to the citizens of that town ample means of defence,
ll)pcntc_d as it was by the 68th regiment National Guaard, Coloncl
D. 8. Forhes commanding, who was instructed to drill his regiment
in the use of these guns, and to have his commund n roadiness for
active service,

. The Legislature of -the State passed an act, approved Apri} 27th,
1863, appropuiating one million of doll ars for the ¢ defence of the
harbor of New York and the frontier.” The latter heing threstened,
and the neeessity arising for a militia foree to be called into ser vice,
well armed, and the 1111111.4.137 appropriations not being adequate to
hé emergency, o cornmunication was addressed to Hou. Edwin D.
Moi"'gan, one of the commissioners under the law, as to the expedi-
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ency of appropriating a sufficient amount of this fund for the defence

of the fronticr, of which the following is a copy:

Arpawy, August 1520, 1864,
‘Hon. E. D. Morean, ¥o. 34 Faechange Place, New York ity -

Str—Information has been received at these headquarters as to
the exposed condition of the Northern frontier and the probability
of incursions hy a class of men from Canada, who might tudivi du'llly
cange much injurv, and, if combined, form an efficient body of men.
This {rontier is exposed und needs protection. The State hos nob
the means on hand, wnder the military appropriations, to defray the
expenses incident to the purchase of arms, nor for the payment and
subsistonce of men.

To meet Lh(‘ present detnand, three regiments are ordered to be in
readiness for active servieo, hut these are without arms and accoutre-
ments. A mm‘d of fifty men is Now on duty at the State arsenal
near Buffulo.  The arms for these troops, as well as subsisting them,
must he paid for immediately, and it is as well to make preparations

ceordingly.

The one million dollars appr opllnted Iy the Legislature A]n‘il
27th, 1863, for the * protection of the lavber and frontiers of this
Stmz;,” wonld seem To be the souwrce from which funds should be
obtained to mect this cinergency.

His Excellency Governor bm'mour desires me to write you upon
the subiect, with the wish to ohtain your agqm-@%tc‘n(}e in the course
s lopteJ in defraying the expenses cceurring in the employment of a
foree tor the “pr oteation of the fronticr.”

It is s;ug‘gzosaul that the present might not be an inappropriate time

for purchasing say ten thovsand stand of arms and acconivements, to
he depesited along the frontiers, az one of the efficient means of
defence. I have the honor to be, sir,
Very respecifully,
 Your obedient sorvané,
(Signed} WJOHN T. SPRAGUE,
Adjutant General.

This was the commencement of the correspondence upon a subject
which has caused, and is still cveating, much anyicty and appreben-
sion.  The marauders were in small parties, and the inhabitants of
the frentier were liable at any moment to be robbed, and their pro-
perty committed to the flames.  The accompanying correspondence
will show that timely measures were adopted by vour Excelléncy to

ensure protection: '
Aveany, Oefober bth, 1864.

Brigadier General I sy L. Laxsme, LO):E?J?(&:LC????J 8lst Drigade

NOGLS. Y, Bufalo, N Y
General—T am strongly impressed with the necessity of hy me in
the city of Buifado a well organized and efficient hattalion of artil.

lery consisting of about two hundred and fifty (250) experienced

R AT




ADTUTANT GENERAL. 23

rcs‘:)ecmble men,  To this corps there should be assigned 2 suf-
: ficient number of heavy guns to mect all emergencies w hich might
‘atise on Lake Erie and along the frontier of (Jcm&(LL Please Iook
into this matter as early ag pmctlcable. and let me know as to the pro-
ablhty of having this hody of men organized without delay.
: I i, general,
“Ver Y .‘.‘espec-t-fu'lly,
) Your ohedient servant,
(Signed) JOHN T SPRAGUE,
Adjutant General.

Arpany, October Gth, 1864
Bufradzer General Hevey L. Lawsing, conwncnding 5l Drigade
- '_._;4_]\7’ G. 8. N. Y., Buffale, N. ¥.:

Lreneral—In regar d to the volunteer hattalion of axti lery for duty
Bu:fﬂﬂo, which T wrote you briefly.abottt yestorday, I propose to
calli it . “The Buffulo Battalion of Fronticr Artillery,” MNow York
- State National Guard. :

~ This cor "ps to consist of one major, four eaptaing, six frst Lenten-
v and six sceond leutenants, ten sergeants, ten corporals and two
rod privates, to be armed with two twenty- pound Paivett guns
_and four ten-pounders, and with mnskets and accoutrements, to he
“used when necessary.  The uniforms farnished by the State te be
neat and appropriate. The officer commanding should be cve of
Im"lctor and 0\peuenu\ fm(l the subf}} dnmte Oﬂ.l(‘(‘] ,as w]I_

lmvc a pm'son al interest in thc pl(wo, and in th\, ,e.m,uuh' of Ehe
“city, at the same tine extending their observation along the frongier,
¢ take the necessary steps to have the command o1 wanized.
s will e issued, so as to have the haditalion {’()nm]otod
'-of i vlmm(m. i is 10 ho undmbtood 1hLLt the bat-

i n(f Vomm men w ho thh a c'om})LtCHL comms mf}er iiiul

; @ oment cmﬂd nmike an exeellent body of velunteer sthers,
1¢ conld ‘Lh‘\hly,s be in readiness fo meet emergencies.

T am, (General,
Very l'ebpec‘ufn]ly,
: Your chedient servant,
(Signed) JOHN T, SPRAGUR
Adjutant General.

Axpany, Oci. 22, 1864,
Magm General Wirtiam S. FuLLeRToN,

Commanding Tth Dévision N, G. 8. N. V., Sparte, N, V..
~General—I am instructed by His Excellency, Governor Seymour,
o eall. your attention to the recent invasion of the frontier of a neigh-
boring State by armed men from Canada. '
e desives you to exereise o proper vigilance to prevent a repeti-
-of such acts, and - Wlshes you to enjoin upon all cilizens the
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